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In addition, this bill would force many busi-
nesses to prepay their taxes in order to fi-
nance the additional spending.

This legislation is also filled with earmarks
and other ill-considered provisions. Most no-
tably, H.R. 6124 provides: $175 million to
address water issues for desert lakes; $250
million for a 400,000-acre land purchase
from a private owner; funding and authority
for the noncompetitive sale of National For-
est land to a ski resort; and $382 million ear-
marked for a specific watershed. These ear-
marks, and the expansion of Davis-Bacon Act
prevailing wage requirements, have no place
in the farm bill. Rural and urban Americans
alike are frustrated with excessive govern-
ment spending and the funneling of taxpayer
funds for pet projects. This bill will only add
to that frustration.

The bill also contains a wide range of other
objectionable provisions, including one that
restricts our ability to redirect food aid dol-
lars for emergency use at a time of great need
globally. The bill does not include the re-
quested authority to buy food in the devel-
oping world to save lives. Additionally, provi-
sions in the bill raise serious constitutional
concerns. For all the reasons outlined above,
I must veto H.R. 6124.

I veto this bill fully aware that it is rare
for a stand-alone farm bill not to receive the
President’s signature, but my action today is
not without precedent. In 1956, President
Eisenhower stood firmly on principle, citing
high crop subsidies and too much govern-
ment control of farm programs among the
reasons for his veto. President Eisenhower
wrote in his veto message, “Bad as some pro-
visions of this bill are, I would have signed
it if in total it could be interpreted as sound
and good for farmers and the nation.” For
similar reasons, I am vetoing the bill before
me today.

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 18, 2008.

Remarks at the President’s Dinner
June 18, 2008

Thank you very much. Thank you for the

warm welcome. Good evening. I appreciate
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that kind introduction, Jeb, and I thank you
for bringing Melissa too.

It’s my honor to be with you. I can’t thank
you enough for coming to support our can-
didates running for the United States House,
the United States Senate, and for the White
House.

I appreciate my friends from the Congress
who are here. I especially want to pay tribute
to Senator Mitch McConnell, Senate Repub-
lican leader; Congressman John Boehner,
House Republican leader; Senator John En-
sign, the chairman of the NRSC, who, by the
way, brought his son, Michael; Congressman
Tom Cole, chairman of the NRCC, a man
who deserves a lot of credit, along with Jeb,
for tonight’s success; my friend from the
State of Utah, Senator Orrin Hatch. I thank
the RNC chairman, Mike Duncan; all those
here at the head table for their leadership
in making this an incredibly successful event.

Most of all I want to thank you all for com-
ing, for giving of your time and your money
to help us achieve a big victory in November
of 2008.

This is my eighth President’s Dinner—also
known as my last dinner before mandatory
retirement. [Laughter] 1 can’t say for sure
what I'm going to be doing next year. I sus-
pect I'll be in Crawford, watching the Rang-
ers on TV. But I know what you'll be doing.
You'll be holding this dinner in honor of a
new guest: President John McCain.

I know John McCain well. I have worked
with him, and I have run against him. Take
it from me: It’s better to have him on your
side. [Laughter]

The stakes in this election are high. I know
the pressures of the Oval Office: the daily
intelligence briefings, the unexpected chal-
lenges, and the tough decisions that can only
be made at the President’s desk. In trying
times, America needs a President who has
been tested and will not flinch. We need a
President who has the experience and judg-
ment to do what is right, even when it is
not easy. We need a President who knows
what it takes to defeat our enemies. And this
year, there is only one man who has shown
those qualities of leadership, and that man
is John McCain.
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Sending John to the White House is a
great goal, but it’s not our only goal. As Presi-
dent, he’s going to need strong conservative
allies on Capitol Hill. And that means we
need to put the House and the Senate back
where they belong, into Republican hands.
And T appreciate you coming tonight to see
that is exactly what happens.

You know, this election season is just be-
ginning. The real campaign will be in the fall.
And the American people will take the meas-
ure of the candidates running and their vision
for the future. And when they do, theyre
going to find some big differences between
our parties.

On issues that matter the most, from taxes
and spending to confirming good judges and
building a culture of life to protecting our
people and winning the war on terror, the
American people will have a clear choice.
And after the speeches and the debates and
when the American people focus on what
matters to their future, they’re going to send
Republican candidates to the House, Repub-
lican candidates to the Senate, and John
McCain to the White House.

This November, the American people are
going to have a clear choice when it comes
to taxes and spending. Republicans believe
American families can spend their money far
better than the Federal Government can.
We've restrained spending in Washington.
We delivered the largest tax cuts since Ron-
ald Reagan was the President of the United
States. We cut taxes for married couples. We
cut taxes for families with children. We cut
taxes for small businesses. We cut taxes on
dividends and capital gains. We put the death
tax on the road to extinction. We eliminated
income taxes for nearly 5 million families in
the lowest tax bracket. And as a result, the
American people have more money in their
pocket, and that is the way it should be.

Our opponents take a different view. The
Democratically controlled Congress refuses
to make the tax relief permanent. And when
tax relief expires, every income tax rate in
America will go up. The marriage penalty will
return in full force. The child tax credit will
be cut in half. Taxes on capital gains and divi-
dends will increase significantly. The death
tax will return to life. A typical family of four
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with an income of $40,000 will face a tax in-
crease of more than $2,000.

At a time when the American people are
struggling with high food [prices] *, high gas
prices, and economic uncertainty, the abso-
lute last thing they need is a tax increase.
And in order to make sure that doesn’t hap-
pen, the American people need to elect a
Congress and a President that will make the
tax relief permanent.

Now, there’s a reason why the Democrats
want to raise taxes. They need more money
to pay for all the new spending they have
in mind. When the Democrats campaigned
in 2006, they promised fiscal responsibility.
But when they took control of the Congress,
they tried to go on a spending spree and stick
the American people with the tab. Over the
past 17 months, Democrats in Congress have
routinely filed legislation with excessive
spending. But there was an important thing
that stood between them and the American
people paying more in taxes, and it’s called
a veto pen.

You know, when it comes to taxes and
spending, our opponents offer a lot of sooth-
ing words. But keep this in mind: While their
talk may be cheap, their agenda isn’t. And
here’s the bottom line: If you want a bigger
tax bill and bigger government, put the
Democrats in charge of both the White
House and Capitol Hill. But if you want to
keep your taxes low and stop wasteful spend-
ing, elect John McCain and a Republican
Congress.

This November, the American people will
have a clear choice when it comes to con-
firming good judges and building a culture
of life. Republicans aspire to build a society
where every human being is welcomed in life
and protected in law. We've funded crisis
pregnancy programs and supported parental
notification laws. We outlawed the cruel
practice of partial birth abortion. We de-
fended this good law all the way to the Su-
preme Court, and we won.

This victory shows how important it is to
put good judges on the bench. Republicans
have a clear view of the role of the courts
in our democracy. We believe that unelected
judges should strictly interpret the law and

* White House correction.
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not legislate from the bench. I've nominated
and Congress has confirmed good judges, in-
cluding the two newest members of the Su-
preme Court, Justice Sam Alito and Chief
Justice John Roberts.

And our opponents have a different view.
There’s no clearer illustration of their dif-
ferences in our judicial philosophies than
this: John McCain voted to confirm these
eminently qualified Supreme Court Justices;
his opponent voted against them.

We received a fresh reminder of the im-
portance of the courts last week. A bare ma-
jority of five Supreme Court Justices over-
turned a bipartisan law that the United States
Congress passed and I signed to deliver jus-
tice to detainees at Guantanamo Bay. With
this decision, hardened terrorists—hardened
foreign terrorists now enjoy certain legal
rights previously reserved for American citi-
zens. This is precisely the kind of judicial ac-
tivism that frustrates the American people.
And the best way to change it is to put Re-
publicans in charge in the Senate and John
McCain in the White House.

This November, the American people will
have a clear choice when it comes to pro-
tecting our country and winning the war on
terror. Republicans believe that our most sol-
emn duty is to protect the American people.
Since September the 11th, 2001, we have
worked day and night to stop another attack
on our homeland.

Here at home, we've strengthened our de-
fenses, reformed our intelligence commu-
nity, and launched a new program to monitor
terrorist communications. Around the world,
we have gone on the offense against the ter-
rorists. We've advanced freedom as the great
alternative to the ideology of hatred and vio-
lence. In a time of war, we need a President
who understands that we must defeat the
enemy overseas so we do not have to face
them here at home, and that man is John
McCain.

In Afghanistan, we destroyed Al Qaida
training camps and removed the Taliban
from power. And today, were helping a
democratic society take root, ensuring that
Afghanistan will never again be a safe haven
for the terrorists planning an attack on Amer-
ica.
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And in Iraq, we removed the dangerous
regime of Saddam Hussein. Removing Sad-
dam Hussein was the right decision at the
time, and it is the right decision today. Early
last year, when the situation in Iraq was dete-
riorating, we launched what's called the
surge. And since the surge, violence in Iraq
has dropped. Civilian deaths and sectarian
killings are down, and political and economic
progress is taking place. A democracy is tak-
ing root where the tyrant once ruled.

In Iraq and Afghanistan and around the
world, our men and women in uniform are
performing with skill and honor. And our
country needs a Commander in Chief who
will respect and fully support the United
States military, and that man is John McCain.

The war on terror is the great challenge
of our time. And on this vital issue, the
Democratic Party has repeatedly shown it
would take America down the wrong path.
Democratic leaders in Congress have yet to
renew a surveillance law that our intelligence
professionals say is critical to protecting
America. They tried to shut down a CIA pro-
gram for questioning terrorists, a program
that has saved American lives. They've re-
peatedly delayed funding for our troops in
the field.

On Iraq, the Democrats declared the
surge a failure before it began. And now that
the surge has turned the situation around,
they still call for retreat. The other side talks
a lot about hope, and that sums up their Iraq
policy pretty well. They want to retreat from
Iraq, and hope nothing bad happens. But
wishful thinking is no way to fight a war and
to protect the American people. Leaving Iraq
before the job is done would embolden our
enemies and endanger our citizens. The only
path to victory is to support the Iraqi people,
support our commanders, support our
troops, support Republicans for Congress,
and elect John McCain as the next Com-
mander in Chief.

Over the next few months of this cam-
paign, you're going to hear a lot of talk about
change. Democrats say they're the party of
change. There was a time when they believed
that low taxes were the path to growth and
opportunity, but they’ve changed. There was
a time when they believed in commonsense
American values, but they have changed.
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There was a time when they believed that
America should pay any price and bear any
burden in the defense of liberty, but they
have changed. These days, if you want to
know how a Democrat in Congress is going
to vote tomorrow, just visit the web site of
MoveOn.org today.

This is change all right, but it's not the
kind of change the American people want.
Americans want change that makes their life
better and our country safer, and that re-
quires changing the party in control of the
United States Congress. So with your efforts
and with your hard work, I am confident that
the American people will send Republicans
to Congress—and to send our friend John
McCain to the White House.

This is the final time I'm going to speak
to this event. And when I ran for President
8 years ago, as Jeb mentioned, I promised
to uphold the dignity and honor of this office.
And to the best of my ability, I have tried
to live up to that promise. Next January, I
will leave with confidence in our country’s
course and the proud work we have done
together.

We've worked together to make our coun-
try safer and to spread prosperity throughout
our land. I've been strengthened by your sup-
port and lifted up by your prayers. I've also
been blessed to share these years with a
strong and loving family, including a fabulous
woman named Laura Bush. I believe she’s
the finest First Lady in our Nation’s history.
Just don’t tell mother. [Laughter] And in this
job, I have had no finer example of character,
decency, and integrity than the first man to
be called President George Bush.

This isn’t a farewell speech, because we’ve
got a lot to do this year. I want you to know
my energy is up; my spirits are high; and I
am going to finish this job strong. So with
confidence in our vision, strong belief in our
philosophy, faith in our values, let us go for-
ward, reclaim the Congress, and elect John
McCain as President in 2008.

God bless you, and God bless America.

NotE: The President spoke at 7:29 p.m. at the
Walter E. Washington Convention Center. In his
remarks, he referred to Representative Jeb
Hensarling, chairman, 2008 President’s Dinner,
and his wife, Melissa.
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Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency With Respect to
the Risk of Nuclear Proliferation
Created by the Accumulation of
Weapons-Usable Fissile Material in
the Territory of the Russian
Federation

June 18, 2008

On June 21, 2000, President Clinton
issued Executive Order 13159 (the “order”)
blocking property and interests in property
of the Government of the Russian Federa-
tion that are in the United States, that here-
after come within the United States, or that
are or hereafter come within the possession
or control of United States persons that are
directly related to the implementation of the
Agreement Between the Government of the
United States of America and the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation Concerning
the Disposition of Highly Enriched Uranium
Extracted from Nuclear Weapons, dated
February 18, 1993, and related contracts and
agreements (collectively, the “HEU Agree-
ments”). The HEU Agreements allow for the
downblending of highly enriched uranium
derived from nuclear weapons to low en-
riched uranium for peaceful commercial pur-
poses. The order invoked the authority, inter
alia, of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.)
and declared a national emergency to deal
with the unusual and extraordinary threat to
the national security and foreign policy of the
United States posed by the risk of nuclear
proliferation created by the accumulation of
a large volume of weapons-usable fissile ma-
terial in the territory of the Russian Federa-
tion.

The national emergency declared on June
21, 2000, must continue beyond June 21,
2008, to provide continued protection from
attachment, judgment, decree, lien, execu-
tion, garnishment, or other judicial process
for the property and interests in property of
the Government of the Russian Federation
that are directly related to the implementa-
tion of the HEU Agreements and subject to
U.S. jurisdiction. Therefore, in accordance



